
 

 

“Painting the Universe” 

An Artistic Tribute by Paul G. Chandler to Bobby (“Bob”) Gordon Jones  

(1932 - 2026) who “crossed over” at the age of 94 on August 8, 2026. 

In 2023, I had the opportunity to interview Bob Jones - artist, 

adventurer, interculturalist, educator, and bishop. 

“I am moved by art down through the years that portrays compassion, love, 

kindness, creativity and reminds me that creation is mother and father of us all.” 

-Bob Jones 

 

 

 

With Bob Jones the last time I was with him in 
2024, in Richmond, VA, USA 

 

 

 

 

Bobby (“Bob”) Gordon Jones began painting 

watercolors at 15. Having lived around the world, as 

an adult, his artistic avocation was inspired by 

winning the Blue Ribbon from The Cody Wyoming Art 

League for his painting titled “The Gun Barrel Fire.” 

Fascinated by space, the Hubble Telescope, and the 

James Webb Space Telescopes with their pictures of 

our universe, he began his paintings of stars, 

planets, galaxies, nebula and deep space. His 

painting of “The Butterfly Nebula in The Scorpius 

Constellation” was the beginning of his body of work 

from Hubble photos. His painting titled “The Glory of 

God” was his first from James Webb Telescope. As a 

retired bishop, his exploration of depth into the 

universe beyond gave him a new spiritual sense of 

adventure in Creator, Holy Wisdom.   

                                             Bob Jones, the artist, at work 



 

 

 

When did you start 

creating art and when 

did it become a major 

avocation for you? 

I began painting at 15 with 
watercolors. But I did not 
paint again until we had 
moved back from Jerusalem 
to Wapiti, Wyoming.  
 

 

 

Milky way over Bear Lake 

 

 

 

 

 

What formative influences have 

shaped your creativity and 

artwork? 

A friend gave me a Great Course on 
the Hubble Space Telescope. I was 
smitten by the pictures of space and 
began painting deep space using oils.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthplace of stars in distant galaxy 



 

 

Can you share about what you see as distinctive in the composition of your paintings? 

As I explored deeper into the Universe, I found a new sense of God; a new theological sense of 
adventure in a Creator, a Holy Wisdom, of mystery upon mystery as the Hubble led me deeper 
and deeper, into heavenly bodies we had never seen before.  
 
Today we can see enormous distances into creation by many light years. One light year is 5.8 + 
trillion miles – that’s 5.8+ with 12 zeros! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Spiral Galaxy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art serves many roles, 

what do you see as its 

greatest value? 

Astronomy is only one form of 

art that influences my mind 

and spirit. I am moved by art 

down through the years that 

portrays compassion, love, 

kindness, creativity and 

reminds me that creation is 

mother and father of us all. 

Bob Jones in his studio in 2023 

 

 



 

 

Is there an overall theme that your work expresses, and if so, can you share that with 

us? 

If there is a theme of my interest in art, it is a vision of space and time, ancient and present, and 
the exploration of the opportunity we have to live what we have learned.  
 
What you are currently working on? 

I continue to explore space through painting - especially now with the James Webb Space 

telescope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Cat’s Eye Nebula 

 

 

 

When visiting your home in Richmond, it was evident that you have collected a lot of 

artwork over the years – from Native American to Middle Eastern.  Can you share 

with us about two works of art that you cherish? 

Two artworks that I cherish are an Icon of Jerusalem, by Bishop John Bayton, and an Arapahoe 

Peace Pipe. They are from different and important periods of my life.  Jerusalem is a place of the 

heart for me, and the pipe is a symbol of Great Spirit coming to us in blessings.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Icon of Jerusalem by John Bayton                                                          Arapaho Peace Pipe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Jones is survived by his wife, Mary 

Page Jones, two sons, two step-

daughters, five grandchildren, and two 

great-grandsons. 

 

 

 

 

            With Bob and Mary Page in 2023 

 

Note: A version of this interview was published in the Spring 2023 edition of the Spirit of 

Wyoming 


